PACIFISM  AND   VIOLENCE
treaty-making, and manoeuvring, he can best the others.
The bourgeois dream of a peaceful Imperialism is un-
realisable for want of a danger common to all bour-
geois States to unite them. After a bitter experience of
the unpleasantness of war, as after a bitter experience
of the unpleasantness of price-cutting, they can unite
in a voluntary cartel, the League of Nations, but like a
cartel it lacks the cohesion and coercive power of the
bourgeois State and therefore lacks also its efficiency in
mediating between bourgeois. It is like a price agree-
ment to which all voluntarily adhere for their own
individual benefit.  Since, in bourgeois production in
general, and Imperialist exploitation in particular, an
agreement cannot work always for the good of all, it
is only a matter of time before the cartel is denounced
by some and we see the have-not bourgeois States (Ger-
many and Italy) are outside the cartel, and arrayed
against die haves (France and England), while that
bourgeois State (America) whose interests do not lie
in the same sphere of Imperialist exploitation, has never
joined the cartel Thus in spite of the bitterest lessons
possible to a nation, proving the inefficiency of war as
a palliative of slump, it is not possible for States whose
forms coercively express bourgeois interests to acknow-
ledge a superior co-ordinating force, which would
produce in the international sphere legal machinery
like that securing internal order in the State, for this
internal machinery is directed against the dangerous
exploited class, and in the international sphere there is
no dangerous exploited class. Thus the peaceful World
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